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I am very interested in the idea that 
experience comes at the cost of innocence. 
As we get older we become tainted by the 
information that we begin to acquire from 
childhood. I feel that childrens books are 

significant as they represent the beginning 
of this contamination. In this print I 

represented the tension between innocence 
and experience in the form of childrens 

book characters. I personified the human 
heart and head to represent these aspects, 

respectively. I think that it is difficult to 
allow both to coexist, but that they are both 

vitally important aspects of life.

Grow Up 2007



I am interested in the conflict of innocence 
and experience as it relates to beauty, youth, 

and age. Common false beliefs of our lives 
as fairytales is an example of the human 

qualities of insatiability and obsession for 
perfection. This piece was intended to 

question the emphasis that is placed upon 
Western culture of physical beauty and the 

delusion of the “perfect” life. I used pages 
from old childrens books as the skin of the 

figure; the text in my work is intended to 
symbolize the marks made on us as we grow 

older. These marks represent experience at 
the cost of innocence.

This is Only Temporary 2009



Again I am exploring ideas surrounding 
beauty, age, and youth. This piece is 

meant to question our human quality of 
insatiability; the two figures represent 

youth and age, each looking forwards or 
backwards in time respectively. The form 
of the diptych was employed to isolate the 

figures into their own individual space and 
settings. The similar settings are intended to 

allow the viewer to draw parallels between 
the two women. I used text on the figures’ 
skin cut from old book pages to represent 

the physical markings that knowledge and 
experience make on us as we age. 

Mirrors 2010



Many ironies exist within the beauty and 
fashion industries. Most of these problems 

surround the mass media portrayal of 
Western society’s idea of beauty.  Self-image 

is a big problem for a great deal of young 
women due largley in part of these distorted 

standards pushed on to us by the media, 
which are (intentionally or not) supported 

by the fashion and beauty industry. Though 
billboards and magazines use an immense 

amount of retouching, many girls feel 
required to conform to this idealistic beauty. 

I wanted to draw attention to the ugliness 
that is present within these industries.

Fashion and Beauty 2010



Our Western ideals of perfection and beauty 
are extremely prevalent in more than just 

the fashion and beauty industry. These 
standards are a large part of modern day 
Pop music. Video girls as well as female 

artists themselves are exploited and hyper-
sexualized to sell music as a product. 

The use of female as object is not a new 
concept in advertising, however it is greatly 

problematic and disturbing. I stripped the 
figures in this print of individuality to draw 

attention to the ideas that women can be 
“massly produced” and subsequently turned 

into objects for our consumption. 

Music Genre: Pornographic 



Human lust for consumption and the 
tendency to portray women as objects 
are both large problems that I believe 

advertisement is steeped heavily in. I chose 
to do a vinyl cutting, as it is a medium which 

is directly related to advertisement. I chose 
to position a female figure straddling a 

high heeled shoe so that her stance would 
be read literally as lust for consumerism; 
furthermore, it alludes to the advertising 
strategy that exploits the female body to 

sell a product. I put this up in a parking lot 
because car advertisements frequently use 

this advertisement technique. 

Lust 2010



A Utopian ideal is one which is optimal 
for everyone. This project was a response 

to this unrealistic aspiration. I created a 
staircase to symbolize the impossibility and 

unattainability of a Utopia. Like Utopia, this 
staircase looks like it would work in theory; 
however, in tangible attempts it proves to be 
a failure. As it recedes into the corner of the 
room, the staircase gets smaller and smaller 

until it becomes much too narrow to walk 
on. The elevation and attempts to climb the 

staircase paralell the upward aspirations and 
hopes that are coupled with the ideals and 

theories surrounding Utopia.

Utopia 2008



This photo was an exploration of panoramic 
photography. I wanted to try doing a 

vertical panorama of a scene that had lots 
of lines in it because I was interested in the 

effects of perspective of a vertical panorama. 
I placed roses in the middle of the road and 

used a de-saturated and slightly sepia tone to 
allude to themes of nostalgia, memory, and 
possibly loss. I usually do figurative work, 

so this was something a bit different for me. 
I wanted the roses to be the most significant 
focal point, to achieve this I used saturation 
and brightness as well as central placement 

to draw attention to them.

Bed of Roses 2010



The concept that I’m exploring in this piece 
is our cultural obsession for technology, 

and the isolation that it seems to bring us. 
However ‘connected’ we are with social 
networking, cellphones, the media etc., 

one could argue that our dependence on 
technology has subsequently forced us 

into becoming far less social in our ‘real’ 
surroundings. It is interesting to me how 

something like technology, which is greatly 
used as facilitation for keeping in touch, 

can have these adverse isolating affects. I 
tried to represent this strange irony in the 

juxtaposition of color and figures.

The “Social” Network 



I created this image as a way to explore 
digital collage as a medium.  This piece 

to me is a celebration of inner youth; 
representing women in a fictional and 

slightly absurd situation. The representation 
of the image with vintage memorabilia and 

desaturated colors is a nod to nostalgia 
and the past created in a highly digital and 
modern way.  The use of female figures is 

present in many of my pieces, as well as 
concepts relating to children’s fables and 
fairytales. I am interested in the relation 

between youth, experience, and age, 
specifically as it relates to girls and women.

Tea Party 2010



katie dixon

604.302.4574

kdixondesign@gmail.com
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